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How Inequity Has Shaped
Child Care

Care s
devalued.

Classism

Careis seen as a
private responsibility.
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https://www.clasp.org/issues/children-youth-families/child-care-and-early-education/
https://pn3policy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-History-of-Child-Care-Policies.pdf
https://pn3policy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-History-of-Child-Care-Policies.pdf
https://pn3policy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-History-of-Child-Care-Policies.pdf
https://pn3policy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-History-of-Child-Care-Policies.pdf
https://epaa.asu.edu/index.php/epaa/article/view/7003/2774
https://epaa.asu.edu/index.php/epaa/article/view/7003/2774

Connecting the Past to Present

Care is seen
as a private
responsibility.

Careis
devalued.

Public
investment in

child care is
under attack.




What Families and Early Educators Navigate Today

16%

of eligible children received
child care assistance

ASPE, 2026

$34,980

average annual child care
worker pay
BLS, 2026

62%

drop in CCDF providers
since FY 2006

ACF, 2026

AT LEAST

21%

of the child care workforce
are immigrants

E 202

S13K+

average annual cost of
child care

CCAO0A, 2026

WHITE EARLY EDUCATORS EARN

$8,000+

more per year than Black early
educators in center-based settings,
when holding equivalent degrees
CSCCE 2024
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https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/423242373901e0901d36fc56c3d55a21/CCDF%20Eligibility%20and%20Receipt_FY22.pdf
https://acf.gov/occ/data/fy-2024-ccdf-data-tables-preliminary
https://info.childcareaware.org/price-and-supply-2025
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/personal-care-and-service/childcare-workers.htm
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/publications/blog/nearly-half-a-million-early-childhood-educators-are-immigrants/
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2024/the-early-childhood-educator-workforce/early-educator-pay-economic-insecurity-across-the-states/

Shared power from
the very beginning.

Transforming the system requires transforming who holds power.
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CLASP
TH ANK YOU! R .1,

Thank you for joining us for Equity Matters: What if the Current Fight to Protect Child
Care is Also an Opportunity to Transform It?

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK

Scan the QR code to take our brief survey. Your
input helps us shape future Equity Matters
conversations.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US

Stephanie Schmit | Director, Child Care and Early Education
sschmit@clasp.org

Scan to take the survey

Alyssa Fortner | Policy Analyst, Child Care and Early Education
afortner@clasp.org

Learn more about our work at clasp.org
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