
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

FY26 Funding for CCDBG offers important increase 
amidst challenging times for children and families 

 Rachel Wilensky | February 2026 

On February 3, 2026, Congress passed an amendment to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 

2026, funding all federal programs with the exception of the Department of Homeland Security for a 

full year. President Trump subsequently signed the bill into law. The law offers small increases for 

many nondefense discretionary programs, including an additional $85 million for the Child Care and 

Development Block Grant (CCDBG). This increase was incredibly important, given the challenging 

fiscal environment states will face due to the cuts made to vital public benefit programs in H.R. 1.  

CCDBG is a critical support for families with low incomes who, without access to assistance, would 

likely be unable to afford their current child care arrangements. However, due to limited federal 

funding, child care assistance funded through CCDBG and other federal sources only reached 15 

percent of eligible children in 2021, the most recent year that data is available.1 The annual 

appropriations process is an important opportunity to increase federal investments in programs that 

respond to greater need and ensure funding keeps up with rising inflation.  

As concerns about economic recovery, unemployment, and inflation persist, significant and sustained 

increases in annual discretionary funding remain a critical support. And, given the fragile nature of 

the child care sector caused in part by decades of insufficient federal funding, the need for long-

term and sustainable increases for child care remains ever present.  

Furthermore, recent actions by the administration to freeze or delay funding for child care and 

threaten programs like Head Start, which are a vital part of the child care and early education 

ecosystem, make this moment particularly volatile.2 Additionally, this $85 million increase for CCDBG 

does not keep pace with inflation, falling over $160 million short of what’s necessary to ensure there 

are enough resources to serve all children currently accessing care through CCDBG.3 This comes on 

top of stagnant funding in fiscal year (FY) 2025. Ultimately, this means that states will not be able to 

sustain their current costs, which may result in serving fewer children. Moreover, Congress’s massive 

cuts to food assistance, Medicaid, and other vital programs to pay for harsh immigration policies and 

offer tax cuts for billionaires and corporations will continue to harm children, families, and child care 

providers. These are, in many cases, the very same families impacted across numerous programs. As 

https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr7148/BILLS-119hr7148eas.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr7148/BILLS-119hr7148pcs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr7148/BILLS-119hr7148pcs.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/mandatory-child-care-investments-are-crucial-building-long-term-system/
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/mandatory-child-care-investments-are-crucial-building-long-term-system/
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Congress engages in the FY27 appropriations process, it is essential that they protect programs 

families rely on and fight for investments that align with need, like urgent investments in child care.4 

The following table provides each state’s estimated distribution of grant year (GY) 2026 annual 

discretionary funds.5  

For questions, please contact Rachel Wilensky at rwilensky@clasp.org. 

State 

Estimates of GY2026 

Discretionary 

Allocations6 

GY2025 

Discretionary 

Allocations 

Estimated 

Increase from 

GY2025 to GY 

2026 

Alabama $172,877,730 $171,213,823 $1,663,907 

Alaska $15,503,527 $15,354,309 $149,218 

Arizona $181,205,597 $179,461,536 $1,744,061 

Arkansas $102,172,155 $101,188,772 $983,383 

California $744,676,980 $737,509,641 $7,167,339 

Colorado $92,557,430 $91,666,587 $890,843 

Connecticut $64,045,803 $63,429,377 $616,426 

Delaware $23,822,438 $23,593,153 $229,285 

District of 

Columbia 
$13,539,118 $13,408,807 $130,311 

Florida $537,802,845 $532,626,620 $5,176,225 

Georgia $337,176,144 $333,930,904 $3,245,240 

Hawaii $29,104,960 $28,824,832 $280,128 

Idaho $45,307,035 $44,870,966 $436,069 

Illinois $270,465,225 $267,862,062 $2,603,163 

Indiana $200,310,276 $198,382,337 $1,927,939 

Iowa $85,385,918 $84,564,099 $821,819 

Kansas $78,936,160 $78,176,418 $759,742 

Kentucky $173,920,188 $172,246,248 $1,673,940 

Louisiana $168,210,656 $166,591,668 $1,618,988 

Maine $23,662,638 $23,434,891 $227,747 

Maryland $123,009,257 $121,825,322 $1,183,935 

Massachusetts $118,062,874 $116,926,547 $1,136,327 

Michigan $257,523,841 $255,045,235 $2,478,606 

Minnesota $120,482,527 $119,322,911 $1,159,616 

Mississippi $109,861,817 $108,804,423 $1,057,394 

Missouri $153,827,353 $152,346,801 $1,480,552 

Montana $22,381,572 $22,166,155 $215,417 

Nebraska $54,127,674 $53,606,708 $520,966 

mailto:rwilensky@clasp.org
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State 

Estimates of GY2026 

Discretionary 

Allocations6 

GY2025 

Discretionary 

Allocations 

Estimated 

Increase from 

GY2025 to GY 

2026 

Nevada $75,004,363 $74,282,464 $721,899 

New Hampshire $16,311,097 $16,154,107 $156,990 

New Jersey $162,953,218 $161,384,832 $1,568,386 

New Mexico $65,227,285 $64,599,488 $627,797 

New York $409,236,449 $405,297,645 $3,938,804 

North Carolina $281,501,322 $278,791,939 $2,709,383 

North Dakota $16,216,500 $16,060,420 $156,080 

Ohio $283,210,084 $280,484,254 $2,725,830 

Oklahoma $123,947,702 $122,754,735 $1,192,967 

Oregon $78,850,827 $78,091,907 $758,920 

Pennsylvania $274,267,735 $271,627,973 $2,639,762 

Puerto Rico $60,006,694 $59,429,144 $577,550 

Rhode Island $19,909,864 $19,718,236 $191,628 

South Carolina $160,049,619 $158,509,179 $1,540,440 

South Dakota $20,187,247 $19,992,950 $194,297 

Tennessee $192,923,197 $191,066,357 $1,856,840 

Texas $995,925,511 $986,339,965 $9,585,546 

Utah $84,602,064 $83,787,789 $814,275 

Vermont $10,212,916 $10,114,619 $98,297 

Virginia $189,684,896 $187,859,224 $1,825,672 

Washington $134,040,373 $132,750,266 $1,290,107 

West Virginia $56,788,709 $56,242,131 $546,578 

Wisconsin $127,268,052 $126,043,127 $1,224,925 

Wyoming $9,623,949 $9,531,321 $92,628 

United States $8,831,387,0007 $8,746,387,0008 $85,000,0009 
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