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POVERTY and OPPORTUNITY: STATE GOVERNMENT TASK FORCES

or commissions to develop new strategies and recommendations

for tackling poverty and providing opportunity. Managed
effectively, the high-level attention of a task force created by a
governor or legislature is an important step toward building the
political and public will that is essential for policy change.

Since 2003, 19 states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S Virgin
Islands have initiated comprehensive reviews and recommendations to
reduce poverty. More than half — eleven — of these states have
concrete targets for reducing poverty (e.g. cut poverty in half in a
decade). Some of the task forces were created with a short term
purpose such as developing a plan to meet a target and others were
established in a long term or permanent capacity to track its state’s
progress. One state, Alabama, issued a report at the conclusion of a
short-term task force and passed a bill making it a permanent
commission during the 2009 legislative session.(Also, some other
short term state task forces issued final recommendations that included
making task forces permanent.)

n round the nation, state governments have established task forces

Additionally, a number of states are taking steps that address poverty
in different contexts. For example, the Massachusetts Asset
Development Commission issued a report motivated by the “aspiration
[of] ending intergenerational poverty and facilitating movement up the
economic ladder” by eliminating barriers to asset building such as
saving, purchasing homes, and acquiring higher education. Oregon,

has instituted performance measures for a wide array of issues,
including one that sets a timeline and a goal for poverty reduction. In
addition, the recent resurgence of attention to poverty and opportunity
has brought about city-level initiatives similar to the state government
task forces and poverty reduction targets.

Advocacy groups and state legislatures are continuing to work to get
poverty task forces established in their states. In 2010 legislation was
introduced in Georgia to build on the local level task forces and
lessons learned from neighboring states to create a Georgia Economic
Security Task Force. California also had a bill in the State Assembly to
create a task force and state-wide poverty reduction target in 2010. In
Massachusetts at the beginning of the 2011 session, HB88 was
introduced to create a commission for creating and expanding access
to opportunity in low-opportunity communities with a goal of a 50
percent reduction in poverty in the state by June 30, 2021.

On the chart below, please click on a state name to link to the task
force website (if available). Additionally, hyperlinks are provided for
available authorizing legislation/executive orders and key task force
reports. The chart is continuously being updated and CLASP
welcomes your news. Please email jodie@clasp.org.

The chart is available at:
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/publications/files/StatewithPovertyCo
mmissions-1.pdf
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Poverty and Opportunity: State Government Task Forces

POVERTY TARGET

Group Goal Years
AL Legislated 2007 — Final Report 2008
AR Legislated 2009 — 2010 | Final Report 2010 Overall targetsto be set | 5—10— 20 yrs.
. Annual Report to Legislative Counsel .
Cco Legislated 2009 - 2014 2009Community Report 2009 Overall cut 50% 2009 — 2019
Annual Progress Report 2010
. Annual reports required . 0
CT Legislated 2004 — 2014 Expert Panel 2007 Children cut 50% 2004 — 2014
Initial Plan 2005
DC Legislated 2006 — 2008
DE Executive Order 2007 — 2009 | Final Report 2009 Children cut 50% 2007 — 2017
. Strategy Blueprint 2010 .
1L Legislated 2008 — Annual reports required Extreme cut 50% 2008 — 2015
. Interim Report 2010 . 0
IN Legislated 2009 — 2012 Final Report Due: Dec. 2011 Children cut 50% 2020
Final Report 2009
KY Legislated 2009 — Recommendations for Final Report of
Poverty Task Force
LA Legislated 2008 - Final Implementation Plan Children cut 50% 2008 — 2018
ME Legislated 2007 — Annual reports required Overall targetsto be set | 5— 10— 20 yrs.
Ml Legislated 2003 — Final Report 2009
. Final Report 2009 0
MN Legislated 2006 — 2008 Interim Report 2008 Overall cut 100% 2020
MT Executive Order 2007 — 2009 Plan Dug ; July 2008
Not available
NC Legislated 2008 — 2010 | Final Report 2010
NM Executive Order 2008 — Final Report 2008
. Long-term Recommendations 2009
OH Executive Order 2008 - 2009 Short-term Recommendations 2008
RI1 Legislated 2007 — 2008 | Findings and Recommendations June 2009
VA Executive Action 2009 — 2010 | Recommendations 2009
VT Legislated 2007 — 2018 | Final Report 2009 Children cut 50% 2018
VI Executive Order 2008 - Overall cut 50% 2020
TOTAL - Legislated (15) 11 Commission States have targets; a 12" state, Oregon,
21 states Executive Order (6) employs benchmarks for a range of issues, including poverty



http://alabamapossible.org/alabama-commission-to-reduce-poverty/
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/HB131.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/PTF-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2009/R/Pages/CommitteeDetail.aspx?committeecode=995
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2009/R/Acts/Act722.pdf
http://www.aradvocates.org/assets/PDFs/Poverty/Povety-Task-Force-Final-w-Act2.pdf
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CGA-LegislativeCouncil/CLC/1244045241879
http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl2009a/sl_379.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-Task-Force-Final-Report-with-Bills.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-Task-Force-Final-Report-with-Bills.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-Task-Force-Final-Report-with-Bills.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2997&Q=383356&opmNav_GID=1809
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2006/ACT/PA/2006PA-00179-R00HB-05254-PA.htm
http://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/secretary/reports/final_2010_child_poverty_and_prevention_report.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/COC/PDFs/poverty/120707_poverty_report.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/opm/LIB/opm/HHS/CPC/CPCFinalPlan.pdf
http://dhs.dc.gov/dhs/frames.asp?doc=/dhs/lib/dhs/pdfs/provertycommission/poverty_commission_law.pdf
http://www.kids.delaware.gov/cptf/
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/DE-Executive-Order-101-The-Child-Poverty-Task-Force.pdf
http://www.delawareonline.com/assets/pdf/BL133342422.PDF
http://www2.illinois.gov/poverty/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/95/PDF/095-0833.pdf
http://www2.illinois.gov/poverty/Documents/Building%20a%20Pathway%20to%20Dignity%20%20Work%20-%20Commission%20on%20the%20Elimnation%20of%20Poverty%20Plan.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/igareports/agency/ccp.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2009/PDF/ES/ES0260.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/igareports/agency/reports/CCP01.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/committee_prior_interim/special/pov%20tf/homei.htm
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/LegislationResearchCommission.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/lrcpubs/rm504.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Recommendations-for-final-report-of-the-Poverty-Task-Force.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Recommendations-for-final-report-of-the-Poverty-Task-Force.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/boards/board_members.asp?board=884
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=503727
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/CPPC-Implementation-Plan-2009.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/Statutes/5/title5sec13171.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/poverty/0,1607,7-253-50509---,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2003-2004/publicact/pdf/2003-PA-0123.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/MI-Final_Commission_Report_300737_7.pdf
http://www.commissions.leg.state.mn.us/lcep/index.htm
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bin/getpub.php?type=law&year=2006&sn=0&num=282
http://www.commissions.leg.state.mn.us/lcep/LCEP_Final_Report_SinglePgs.pdf
http://www.commissions.leg.state.mn.us/lcep/materials/InterimReport.pdf
http://governor.mt.gov/eo/EO-3-07_Advisory_Council_on_Economic_Security_for_Montana_Families.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Sessions/2007/Bills/House/PDF/H2431v4.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/documentsites/legislativepublications/Study%20Reports%20to%20the%202010%20NCGA/Poverty%20Reduction%20and%20Economic%20Recovery.pdf
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/docs/EO2008-025PovertyReductionTaskForce.pdf
http://www.tax.newmexico.gov/SiteCollectionDocuments/Tax-Library/Tax-Policy-and-Revenue-Program-History/Presentations-and-Reports/FY08-Presentations/povertyreductiontaskforcefinalreport.pdf
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/groups/tft/Appendix%20B/General%20Articles/OH%20Anti-Poverty%20Task%20Force.pdf
http://www.cacfayettecounty.org/Web%20Documents/OAPTF_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.cohhio.org/pdf/Anti-Poverty%20Task%20Force%20Short-Term%20Recommendations.pdf
http://sos.ri.gov/govdirectory/index.php?page=DetailDeptAgency&eid=5453
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/PublicLaws/law07/res07/res07404.htm
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Family-Income-and-Asset-Building-Report.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/pa/news_releases/2009/poverty_summit.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/geninfo/reports/agency_wide/poverty_long.pdf
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/workgroups/ChildPoverty/
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2008/acts/ACT068.HTM
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/WorkGroups/ChildPoverty/Child_Poverty_Council_Report_Final.pdf
http://www.governordejongh.com/firstlady/blog/2009/First%20Lady-Chairs-Children%20and-Families-Council-Meeting-Members-Highlight-Services-Currently-Available-Territory-Wide.html

