BREAKING WITH TRADITION:

Adult Learners Are Essential to lllinois’ 6ox25 Goal

Illinois’ 6ox25 goal — to ensure that 60% of adults have a college

credential by 2025 - is vital to our state and its residents.
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Adults currently in the workforce are vital to meeting the 6ox25 goal.

Why? Do the math.

To meet the 60x25 goal, we will have to produce an additional 595,296 degrees or certificates above our current
graduation rate.V

CURRENT COLLEGE GRADUATION RATE 595,296 NEEDED ABOVE GRADUATION RATE
60x25 GOAL

CAN WE DO IT WITH GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ALONE?

If we improve our high school graduation rates to 100 percent and ALSO manage to raise our college going rate
from 57.4 percent to 95 percent, we would still end up short of our goal.¥ And while ensuring every high school
student graduates is a worthy goal, it is unlikely to happen.

SO HOW WILLWE DO IT? By helping more working age adults earn college credentials:

NUMBER OF STUDENTS EXPECTED TO 1,866,386
GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL FROM 2013-2025 "

3,111,005 NUMBER OF ADULTS 25-54
WITHOUT A COLLEGE DEGREE""



We need to target adults to return to school and complete

certificates and degrees.

If we increase the number of 20-39 year olds enrolled in college by just two percentage points, from 1.22 percent
to 3.2 percent, then we are more than halfway to our goal — we’ll gain 344,000 credentials."i" At the same

time, we can work diligently to increase high school graduation rates and graduation rates at our colleges and
universities, to make sure we meet our 60x25 goal and open the door to economic prosperity for more lllinoisans.

IF WE INCREASE THE NUMBER OF ADULTS ENROLLED
IN COLLEGE, WE WILL SEE 344,000 ADDITIONAL 344,000
DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES GRANTED BY 2025

It will take work, but we can doit.

To meet the college completion goals of tomorrow, we must

include the adults of today.
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