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FROM OUR
LEADERSHIP

Dear Friends,

We are delighted to share this summary of CLASP’s impact on behalf
of families with low incomes and communities of color at a time of
extraordinary need and opportunity.

In 2020, the tragic impact of the global pandemic and recession on families’ lives increased demand for
our work across the board—new ideas in Congress, technical assistance to federal and state agencies, and
partnerships with our advocacy colleagues.

We put forth ideas during this period that we've been advancing for decades and that are now on the cusp
of happening. We're proud of the groundbreaking work we did in 2020 and much of 2021. Here's a snapshot:
the precedent-setting recovery plan passage and its impact on families, communities, and sectors; innovative
collaborations with dynamic leaders and organizations; thoughtful approaches to addressing policy
implementation and access; and the strategic engagement with the Biden Administration.

At the core of CLASP efforts are our staff, leadership, board, networks, and partners—a diverse universe of
national, state, and local organizations, community leaders, activists, individuals with lived experiences, and
supporters like you.

Sustained investments in CLASP have allowed us to navigate challenging times and evolve stronger in our anti-
poverty and racial equity journey. We hope this report sheds light on our impact in fueling a broader social and

economic justice vision.
g%m;% Ftln WA@W
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Olivia Golden
Executive Director Board Chair

Visit CLASP.org/blog to read timely
updates from CLASP experts about
innovative federal, state, and local

policy solutions that can address
CENTER FOR LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY poverty and increase opportunity.



https://www.clasp.org/blog/one-year-pandemic-clasp-policy-solutions-are-mitigating-damage
https://www.clasp.org/tags/clasp-2021-policy-agenda-biden-administration
https://www.clasp.org/blog
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OUR RACIAL EQUITY MISSION

We understand that poverty in America is inextricably tied to systemic
racism. We will explicitly, and with intention, focus our policy and
advocacy efforts for economic and racial justice on addressing systemic
racism as the primary cause of poverty for communities of color in the
United States. We believe that centering communities of color in our
advocacy leads to policies that advance economic justice for everyone. We
work in partnership with the people most impacted to move policies that
promote racial and economic justice and opportunity from vision to policy
to practice.

For over 50 years, CLASP has been a leader in advancing policy solutions to
end poverty and center equity. Our strategies include:

Racial Equity Information Access Elevated Guidance
Education & Awareness Technical Assistance Timely Policy Analysis Participatory Advocacy
Network & Power Building Cross-Cutting Policies Community Engagement
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https://www.clasp.org/about



https://www.clasp.org/tags/healing-centered-liberation-policy#:~:text=Healing-centered%20liberation%20policy%20thinks%20beyond%20what%20is%20and,and%20recognizes%20both%20historical%20harms%20and%20ongoing%20discrimination.
https://www.clasp.org/tags/healing-centered-liberation-policy#:~:text=Healing-centered%20liberation%20policy%20thinks%20beyond%20what%20is%20and,and%20recognizes%20both%20historical%20harms%20and%20ongoing%20discrimination.



https://www.clasp.org/about/racial-equity

CREATING CONNECTIONS

CREATING
CONNECTIONS

CLASP strategically partners with 9 O = state Advocates & Administrators
hundreds of organizations and
advocates across the country. 1 1 0+ National Policy Organizations

We convene diverse networks to
build deeper connections at all

levels to co-create equitable policy 2 5 <+ community-Based Organizations
solutions. CLASP partnerships
range from individuals with lived 2 0 <+ Coalitions and Networks

experience to community and
state advocates and administrators
to national policy organizations: 6 0+ individuats with Lived Experience
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CENTERING PEOPLE IN POLICY DEVELOPMENT

CLASP incorporates individuals with lived experiences into policy development so policies are more responsive
to community demands. The engagement we use includes shared learning, leadership development, expertise,
and co-creation. Across CLASP issue areas, we are redefining what inclusion means in policy development and

are evolving our efforts as we collaborate with partners.

Community Partnership Group

The CPG is comprised of community representatives with

lived experience from different localities to explicitly address
historical and ongoing structural racism in policy development,
implementation, and investment around access to public benefits.

Communities Collaborating to Reconnect Youth
The Communities Collaborating to Reconnect Youth Network
(CCRY) is a national learning community of leaders working across
systems to help young people reconnect to education and career
pathways. CLASP serves as a policy resource for CCRY members.

NETWORKS & PARTNERS

NEW DEAL
FOR YOUTH

A New Deal for Youth

A New Deal for Youth builds on a multi-year intentional process to
move from consulting with youth and young adults to partnering
with and centering their leadership, expertise, and vision for
youth policy.

Mental Health Advisory Board

This advisory board guides CLASP’s work and technical assistance
efforts in mental and behavioral health policy. It includes experts in
mental and behavioral health, federal Medicaid policy, racial justice,
and youth workforce development, as well as individuals from
impacted communities.

rFROTEETING PAID LEAVE
forALL —_

Our network- and coalition-building strategy expands our impact and heightens cross-sector collaboration
with diverse partners across issue areas. We have successfully convened and are leads and co-leads on many

networks and campaigns.

Children Thrive Action Network

100+ diverse, cross-sector advocates and service providers at the national, state, and local levels

defending and supporting children in mixed-status immigrant families in the United States.

Protecting Immigrant
Families Campaign

Paid Leave for All

This coalition led by CLASP and the National Immigration Law Center includes 500+
members from 40 states is fighting against threats to the economic security of immigrants
and their families.

This collaboration of 75+ organizations led by partners, including CLASP, is fighting for paid

family and medical leave for all working people.

Child Care for Every
Family Network

CLASP and the National Women’s Law Center have convened a network of 25+ child care
advocates—spanning policy, research, communications, and organizing—that seek to

center racial and gender equity to create and enact a bold, equitable vision for child care.

Left. U.S. Rep. Lucy McBath speaks on panel with CLASP’s director of youth policy Kisha Bird and Georgia Shift’s lan Bridgeforth.

CLASP.ORG


https://www.clasp.org/about-ccry-network
https://newdealforyouth.org/
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/members-clasps-mental-health-advisory-board
http://childrenthriveaction.org/
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/
https://paidleaveforall.org/
https://www.clasp.org/
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CHANGING THE
NARRATIVE
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News Organizations Articles Quoting &
Covering Us Citing Us

CENTER FOR LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY  Above. CLASP Job Quality Director Pronita Gupta testifies on paid family & medical leave


https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/22/politics/build-back-better-young-americans/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/letters-to-the-editor/child-tax-credits-will-work--if-the-intended-recipients-can-access-them/2021/05/20/52cd2846-b8bc-11eb-bc4a-62849cf6cca9_story.html
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/2020/08/07/mississippi-ice-raids-immigrants-struggle-few-penalties-chicken-plants/5407320002/
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/554232-subsidized-jobs-key-to-an-equitable-economic-recovery
https://www.clasp.org/press-room/news-clips/rachel-greszler-and-hannah-matthews-child-care-and-education-proposals
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/3/18/coronavirus-raises-concerns-about-lack-of-paid-leave-in-the-us
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/08/underemployment-crisis/614989/
https://www.univision.com/local/sacramento-kuvs/noticias/dinero/tercer-cheque-de-estimulo-ninos-ciudadanos-con-padres-indocumentados-itin
https://www.clasp.org/publications/testimony/comments/pronita-guptas-testimony-paid-family-and-medical-leave-helping



https://www.clasp.org/blog
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/11/oldest-president-ever-just-handed-landmark-triumph-youngest-americans/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/parenting/pandemic-paid-leave.html



https://www.clasp.org/blog/five-ways-help-ensure-pandemic-ebt-reaches-immigrant-families
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/child-care-estimates-american-rescue-plan
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/child-care-estimates-american-rescue-plan



https://www.clasp.org/issues/state-technical-assistance
https://www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/path-and-momd-lessons-mental-health-systems-and-policy-change
https://www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/path-and-momd-lessons-mental-health-systems-and-policy-change
https://www.clasp.org/publications/presentation/webinar/webinar-bi-weekly-call-state-local-action-paid-leave-covid-19
https://www.clasp.org/publications/presentation/webinar/webinar-bi-weekly-call-state-local-action-paid-leave-covid-19
https://www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/how-states-can-improve-child-care-facilities-physical-spaces-using-federal
https://www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/how-states-can-improve-child-care-facilities-physical-spaces-using-federal
https://www.clasp.org/publications/presentation/webinar/webinar-enforcing-labor-standards-recession-opportunity-support
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=465899071111846&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.clasp.org/advancing-strategies-align-programs



https://www.clasp.org/tags/clasp-2021-policy-agenda-biden-administration



https://www.clasp.org/issues/federal-spending-priorities






https://www.clasp.org/support-clasp



https://www.clasp.org/

