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of women do not breastfeed exclusively
    for the first six months

as recommended by
major world health organizations 1
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FORMULA Mothers who return to work
before six weeks postpartum

are more than

3 times
as likely to stop breastfeeding

than women who return later

50%
of white women

41%
of black women

have paid
parental leave

often a combination of workers' sick time, vacation, and personal time

have ever been
breastfed

continue
to breastfeed
at six months

66%
 of black 
 infants

83%
of white infants

35%
 of black

 infants

55%
    of white

infants

stop breastfeeding
earlier than they would like60%

of women

 of employees
would have taken longer leave

had they received any additional pay

Close to half

LACTATION
ROOM

have access 
to both
adequate break time
and a private space
                           in which to express milk

based on law

40%
of

nursing moms

only

only 2.6 
TIMES

more likely to breastfeed exclusively and

3
TIMES

more likely to breastfeed at all

at 6 months postpartum. Women with private space at work breastfeed
for 1.4 months longer than women with no break time or private space.

Women with adequate break time are
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Supporting  
Breastfeeding 

with Public 
Policy

Workplace support  
for breastfeeding  

is gaining attention.

The Affordable Health Care 
Act (ACA) is prompting more 
employers to offer lactation 

accommodations. Four states 
have established paid family 

leave programs. 

However, the majority 
of American women still 

lack paid family leave and 
adequate workplace lactation 

accommodations. 

To help improve 
breastfeeding rates,  

it’s time for a  
national paid family leave 

policy and stronger 
 workplace lactation 

accommodations laws.
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NEW 
JERSEY
Mothers who
took paid leave
under the State Family
Leave Insurance program
breastfed for 
one month 
longer
on average

CALIFORNIA
The median duration of

breastfeeding doubled
among new mothers

who took family leave

5-9 WEEKS

5-11 WEEKS

in lower-paying jobs

An increase of

in higher-paying jobs

The Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA)

Federal FMLA of 1993
enables some workers to take up to 12 

weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave 
to care for a new baby or a sick family 

member, or to recover from serious 
illness. 

Nineteen states and the District of 
Columbia have established unpaid, 
job-protected leave policies to cover 

more workers or cover workers for longer 
periods of time than the federal law.

Temporary Disability Insurance

California,
Hawaii,

New Jersey,
New York,

Rhode Island,
and Puerto Rico

 
have public disability insurance programs 

that women can use for partially paid 
leave after the birth of a child.

Paid Family Leave

California,
New Jersey,
New York,

and Rhode Island

have paid family leave programs.

Several states and cities have paid leave 
policies for their public employees.

Break Time for Nursing Mothers

This provision of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), 
established under ACA in 2010, 

requires employers to provide nursing 
mothers who are hourly workers 

("nonexempt”) reasonable break time 
and a private, non-restroom location 

to express milk for up to one year after 
the child's birth.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION
State family leave

Numerous states are considering paid 
family and medical leave proposals and 
proposals to expand job protection while 

on leave. 

In California, 
SB 1166, the New Parent Leave Act, 
would provide up to three months of 

job-protected parental leave 
for more employees 

than are currently covered.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION
Federal paid family & medical leave

The Family and Medical 
Insurance Leave (FAMILY) Act 

would create a national paid family and 
medical leave insurance program, 

enabling workers to take 
up to 12 weeks of paid leave 

to bond with a new baby, care for a 
sick family member, or recover from 

serious illness.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION
Federal lactation accommodations

The Supporting Working 
Moms Act (SWMA) 

would extend the existing Break Time for 
Nursing Mothers to cover executive, 
administrative, and professional 

employees, including school teachers.

Existing Laws

Proposed
Legislation

Endnotes:
1.	 Center for Disease Control and Prevention, “Breastfeeding among U.S. Children Born 2002–2012, CDC National Immunization Surveys” http://www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding/data/nis_data/index.htm. 
2.	 Sylvia Guendelman, Jessica Lang Kosa, Michelle Pearl, Steve Graham, Julia Goodman, and Martin Kharrazi. “Juggling work and Breastfeeding: effects of maternity leave and occupational characteristics.” Pediatrics 123, no. 1 (2009): 

e38-e46.
3.	 Sarah Jane Glynn and Jane Farrell. Latinos Least Likely to Have Paid Leave or Workplace Flexibility. Center for American Progress. 2012.  

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/labor/report/2012/11/20/45394/latinos-least-likely-to-have-paid-leave-or-workplace-flexibility/. Table 1.
4.	 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Progress in Increasing Breastfeeding and Reducing Racial/Ethnic Differences – United States, 2000-2008 Births. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.(2013)62 (05); 77-80. 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6205a1.htm?s_cid=mm6205a1_w
5.	 Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Rates of Any and Exclusive Breastfeeding by Socio-demographics among Children Born in 2012 (Percentage +/- half 95% Confidence Interval)1,2,  

http://www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding/data/nis_data/rates-any-exclusive-bf-socio-dem-2012.htm
6.	 Eugene R. Declercq, Carol Sakala, Maureen P. Corry, Sandra Applebaum, and Ariel Herrlich. Listening to Mothers III: New Mothers Speak Out.
7.	 Abt Associates Inc. Family Medical Leave in 2012: Technical Report. 2013. http://www.dol.gov/asp/evaluation/fmla/FMLATechnicalReport.pdf, Exhibit 5.3.14. Employment Status of the civilian noninstitutional population by age, sex, and 

race (Table 3). 2013. http://bls.gov/cps/cpsaat03.htm
8.	 Katy B. Kozhimannil, Judy Jou, et al. “Access to Workplace Accommodations to Support Breastfeeding after Passage of the Affordable Care Act,” Women’s Health Issues, 2015:1: 6-13. 
9.	 Ibid.
10.	 Eileen Appelbaum and Ruth Milkman. “Leaves that pay: Employer and worker experiences with paid family leave in California.” Washington: Center for Economic and Policy Research. 2011.  

http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/paid-family-leave-1-2011.pdf. 
11.	 Suma Setty, Curtis Skinner, and Renée Wilson-Simmons. “Protecting Workers, Nurturing Families: Building an Inclusive Family Leave Insurance Program: Findings and Recommendations from the New Jersey Parenting Project.” National 

Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University. 2016. http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1152.pdf

10 11

first5la.orgclasp.org

For the complete fact sheet, visit 
www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/2016-07-

26-BreastfeedingPaidLeaveLacAcc_FINAL.pdf

Published August 2016

http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/2016-07-26-BreastfeedingPaidLeaveLacAcc_FINAL.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/2016-07-26-BreastfeedingPaidLeaveLacAcc_FINAL.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/2016-07-26-BreastfeedingPaidLeaveLacAcc_FINAL.pdf

