
 

 

 

 

 

For questions or more information, please contact Stephanie Schmit at sschmit@clasp.org   

  
 

 

 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), which the U.S Senate passed 
unanimously last night and the U.S. House will consider on March 27, is another step forward in providing 
economic relief to families, workers, and businesses affected by the coronavirus pandemic. However, the 
bill falls short of ensuring that everyone—particularly people with low incomes, people of color, 
immigrants, and people with disabilities—has the necessary financial support to meet their health, 
nutrition, and caregiving needs.  

The CARES Act includes $3.5 billion in emergency funding to support child care through the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), which states can use to begin to address critical child care needs. 
However, the funding is insufficient given the scope of the crisis, and child care providers and families 
have many additional needs the bill does not address.1 This fact sheet shows CLASP’s estimates for how 
the $3.5 billion in emergency CCDBG funding will be allocated to the states. The bill allows states to use 
this funding to: 

• provide continued payments and assistance to child care providers in the case of decreased 
enrollment or closures related to coronavirus, and to assure they are able to remain open or 
reopen as appropriate;  

• provide child care assistance, without regard to income, to health care sector employees, 
emergency responders, sanitation workers, and other workers deemed essential during the 
response to the coronavirus; and  

• provide funding to child care providers who were not participating in subsidy prior to the public 
health emergency for the purposes of cleaning and sanitation and other activities necessary to 
maintain or resume the operation of programs.  

Child care is a $99 billion industry that is the backbone of the economy, providing safe places for 
children to learn and grow and an essential work support for parents. Yet even under typical 
circumstances and a strong economy, millions of providers operate on razor-thin margins. These 
challenges are exacerbated in the current crisis in which child care centers and homes are closing, 
families are losing jobs and unable to pay for care, and emergency and essential personnel have elevated 
and unique child care needs. Recent research from the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children reveals that only 30 percent of the 6,000 child care providers surveyed would be able to 
survive a closure of more than two weeks without substantial support. The stakes are high and the child 
care needs are urgent. We urge Congress to include a substantial investment of $50 billion in child care 
in the next coronavirus stimulus package to provide communities with the support they need. 
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State 
Estimated State Allocations with 
$3.5 billion increase for CCDBG2 

Alabama $         63,181,375 

Alaska $           6,310,396 

Arizona $         86,008,975 

Arkansas $         40,346,445 

California $       339,325,475 

Colorado $         41,426,543 

Connecticut $         22,394,142 

Delaware $           9,366,445 

District of Columbia $           5,633,610 

Florida $       210,853,867 

Georgia $       140,725,963 

Hawaii $         11,749,536 

Idaho $         20,261,328 

Illinois $       115,107,667 

Indiana $         75,771,490 

Iowa $         30,564,476 

Kansas $         30,569,666 

Kentucky $         65,015,450 



 
3 

 

 clasp.org 

State 
Estimated State Allocations with 
$3.5 billion increase for CCDBG2 

Louisiana $         65,246,176 

Maine $         10,663,031 

Maryland $         44,154,446 

Massachusetts $         43,988,653 

Michigan $         96,106,377 

Minnesota $         46,271,864 

Mississippi $         46,220,891 

Missouri $         64,230,190 

Montana $           9,795,695 

Nebraska $         19,380,698 

Nevada $         31,295,538 

New Hampshire $           6,828,554 

New Jersey $         61,184,833 

New Mexico $         29,043,762 

New York $       151,791,456 

North Carolina $       114,373,132 

North Dakota $           5,993,636 

Ohio $       113,570,567 
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State 
Estimated State Allocations with 
$3.5 billion increase for CCDBG2 

Oklahoma $         49,562,856 

Oregon $         37,699,434 

Pennsylvania $       101,956,684 

Rhode Island $           7,959,013 

South Carolina $         61,565,083 

South Dakota $           8,737,977 

Tennessee $         79,182,569 

Texas $       364,311,520 

Utah $         38,978,645 

Vermont $           4,309,369 

Virginia $         66,859,189 

Washington $         56,813,048 

West Virginia $         22,124,505 

Wisconsin $         49,768,367 

Wyoming $           4,187,210 

Total $   3,500,000,0003 
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Endnotes 
 
1 Hannah Matthews and Kate Gallagher Robbins, Policymaking Principles for Supporting Early Care and Education Through 
the Coronavirus Crisis, CLASP, 2020, https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/policymaking-principles-
supporting-child-care-and-early-education-through. 
2 Estimated allocations based on FY 2019 CCDF Allocations, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration 
for Children and Families, 2019, https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/fy-2019-ccdf-allocations-based-on-
appropriations. Actual amounts may differ due to Secretary discretion in set-aside funding. 
3 National total includes funds for tribes and territories as well as technical assistance. 

https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/policymaking-principles-supporting-child-care-and-early-education-through
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/policymaking-principles-supporting-child-care-and-early-education-through
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/fy-2019-ccdf-allocations-based-on-appropriations
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/fy-2019-ccdf-allocations-based-on-appropriations

	$3.5 Billion for Child Care in Coronavirus Package is Not Enough: How States Will Fare
	Endnotes

