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There is a growing body of research that suggests that child support enforcement has
positive effects on family formation and stability. States with stronger child support
enforcement programs have lower non-marital birth rates and lower divorce rates than
states where child support is not as effective.

e By raising the cost of fatherhood to unmarried men, effective paternity
establishment and child support enforcement deter non-marital births.'

e States with stricter child support enforcement regimes have lower rates of divorce
among families with children. The effect is especially strong for couples in which
the wife is likely to become a welfare recipient should divorce occur.
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