Today’s typical college student is no longer an 18-year-old recent high-school graduate who enrolls full-time and has limited work and family obligations. Students today are
older, more diverse and have more work and family obligations to balance.
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More than a third of undergraduate students are over age 25.1 Over the next 10 years the adult student enrollment in college is
projected to grow faster than for traditional age students.2
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Enrollment at community colleges increased by an estimated 15 percent from fall 2008 to fall 2010. 4 Fifty-nine percent of
community college students attended part-time; whereas, only 22 percent of undergraduate students attending public four-year
institutions attended part-time.5
Undergraduate part-time enrollment has remained relatively steady since 1980, but with growing gaps between the price of tuition
and the availability of grant aid, more students may enroll part-time and combine work and school.
Black and Hispanic students are 14.8 and 13.5 percent of the undergraduate student population respectively. According to
projections these groups will make up 42 percent of the student population in 2019. This projected increase is mainly attributed to
the expected 30 and 45 percent in expected overall growth in black and Hispanic populations compared to 7 percent growth for
white students.8
The Institute for Women’s Policy Research (IWPR) calculated that the total family income was less than 200 percent of the Federal
Poverty Line for 40 percent of undergraduate students.9 Without income to cover basic living expenses, these students will most
likely have to work more to cover direct and indirect college costs which could undermine academic success. 10
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Demos reported that working while in school to finance one’s education is necessary for the majority of young college students. For
young community college students specifically, 63 percent would be unable to attend college if they did not work.12
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Working full-time can be a challenge for students who are balancing their course loads, school work and family responsibilities, yet
almost a third of all undergraduates work 35 hours or more per week.
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Nearly a quarter of students are parents. Workforce investments and education may produce benefits for adult participants as well
as their children. For example, encouraging evidence shows that when mothers with low-education complete additional education,
their children appear to have improved language and reading skills.15
More than one in eight students are single parents. Compared to married parents, single parents are more likely to have lowincomes. To pay tuition and arrange child care, they need more assistance (institutional, government and personal). 17
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