Members of State Commissions on Poverty and Opportunity
Urge Federal Action on Poverty Measure

February 22, 2010

Rebecca Blank

Under Secretary for Economic Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

U.S. Senator Chris Dodd
448 Russell Building
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative Jim McDermott
1035 Longworth HOB

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Under Secretary Blank, Senator Dodd, and Representative McDermott:

As members of state economic opportunity and poverty reduction task forces that are currently in operation
or have completed their mission, we write to urge the federal government to move forward in implementing
a modernized income poverty measure.

In trying to assess the economic well-being of our states and the progress of policy efforts to create greater
economic opportunity, we have come to know very well the limitations of the current measure. The current
income measure is based on outdated assumptions about the expenses of the American family. A more
comprehensive measure is needed that would consider the increased financial burden of housing, childcare,
and health care on the modern American family while recognizing the benefit of critical work supports such
as tax credits, food stamps, and other non-cash subsidies. Indeed, the National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
made recommendations over a decade ago to address just these concerns.

As the current official poverty definition is established by an Office of Management and Budget directive,
we understand that the Executive Office of the President is authorized to make changes to the current
measure. Alternatively, Congress could pass legislation that calls for a modernized measure. While we
appreciate that other valuable metrics for measuring the experience of poverty could help round out an
income-based framework, we believe that a modernized income measure that follows the NAS
recommendations is a critical first step.

We look forward to hearing back from you.

Sincerely,

Members, State Task Forces (see signatories below)




Name State Organization Title

*Melanie Bridgeforth AL Voices for Alabama's Children Policy Analyst/Kids Count
Director

Ron Gilbert AL Alabama Arise Policy Director

Marcie Porter AL Low Income Housing Coalition of Alabama President

Kristina Scott AL Alabama Poverty Project Executive Director

Patricia Todd AL Legislature Representative

Joyce Elliott AR Legislature Senator

Rich Huddleston AR Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families Executive Director

Betty Boyd ({0 Legislature Senator

Sarah Gagliardi CcO Legislature Representative

Evie Hudak CcoO Legislature Senator

Daniel Kagan (6{0) Legislature Representative

John Kefalas (6{0) Legislature Representative

Paula Sandoval (6{0) Legislature Senator

Mark Scheffel CO Legislature Senator

Ken Summers CO Legislature Representative

Mark Waller (6{0) Legislature Representative

Al White (6{0) Legislature Senator

Laura Amenta CT Children's Trust Fund Chairperson

Robert J. Brothers, Jr. CT Commission on Human Rights and Executive Director

Opportunities

Gregg Cogswell CT Child Poverty and Prevention Council Member

George Coleman CT Department of Education Deputy Commissioner

Robert L. Genuario CT Office of Policy and Management Secretary

Lile Gibbons CT Legislature Representative

Norma Gyle CT Department of Public Health Deputy Commissioner

Susan Hamilton CT Department of Children and Families Commissioner

Mary Ann Handley CT Legislature Senator
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Dianne Harnad

Michelle Hayward

Christine Keller

Dennis King

Lindy Lee Gold

Michael Meotti
Mary Mushinsky

Mark Polzella

Michael P. Starkowski
Faith Vos Winkel
Elaine Zimmerman

Karen Curtis

*Matthew Heckles
Helene Keeley
Teresa Schooley
*Alvin Snyder
Leslie Boucree
Mike Frerichs
Zola Fuller

Robyn Gabel
Michael B. Golden
Shelith Hansbro

Jim Hires

Toni Irving

Mike Jones

Lanita Koster

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

CT

DE

DE

DE

DE

DE

Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services

Department of Corrections

Connecticut Superior Court- Juvenile Division

Department of Transportation

Department of Economic and Community
Development

Department of Higher Education
Legislature

Department of Labor

Department of Social Services
Office of the Child Advocate
Commission on Children

School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy,
UDE

Delaware State Housing Authority
Legislature

Legislature

Wilmington University

lllinois Department of Human Rights

State of Illinois - 52nd District
Commission on the Elimination of Poverty
lllinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition
lllinois Education Foundation

lllinois Department of Corrections

Eastern lllinois Food Bank

Office of the Governor - lllinois

lllinois Department of Children and Family
Services

Illinois State Board of Education
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Director of Prevention &
Health Promotion

Correctional Counselor
Supervisor

Chief Administrative Judge

Manager of Community
Advocacy

Community Development
Specialist

Commissioner
Representative

Director of Labor Operations -
Employment Services

Commissioner
Assistant Child Advocate
Executive Director

Associate Professor

Legislative and Policy Advisor
Representative
Representative

Adjunct Faculty

Chief of Legislative Affairs
Senator

Citizen Member

Executive Director
Co-Founder

Chief of Constituent Services

Executive Director

Senior Advisor & Deputy Chief
of Staff

Special Assistant to the
Director for Healthcare Policy

Member



Andy Kulczycki

Dwight Lucas

Frank McNiel

Eithne Menamin

Sid L. Mohn

Cheri Neal Ditzig

* Maureen O'Donnell

Jonathan Perry
Sandra Pihos
Wendy Pollack
Gaye Preston

Al Riddley
Michelle Saddler
Daniel Schwick
Dennis Smith
Terry Solomon
Maria Whelan
Diane Williams
Karen Yarbrough
Linda Belcher
Dwight D. Butler
Leslie Combs
C.B. Embry, Jr.

Kelly Flood

Jim Glenn

Keith Hall

Richard Henderson

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

Community Service Center of Northern
Champaign County

East Central lllinois Community Action
Association

lllinois Department of Children and Family
Services

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs &
Human Rights

Zion Township

lllinois Department of Employment Security
Park Lawn Association

State of Illinois - 42nd District

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty
Community Support Services, Inc.

lllinois Coalition for Community Services
lllinois Department of Human Services
Lutheran Social Services of lllinois
Northern lllinois Food Bank

lllinois African-American Family Commission
lllinois Action for Children

Safer Foundation

State of Illinois - 7th District

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature
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Executive Director

Executive Director

Deputy Director, Office of
Affirmative Action

Senior Policy Analyst

President

Supervisor

Director

Board President
State Representative
Director, Women's Law &
Policy Project
President & CEO
Executive Director
Secretary

Assistant to the President
Executive Director
Executive Director
President

President & CEO
State Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative

Representative

Representative



Melvin Henley
Martha Jane King
Mary Lou Marzain
Reginald Meeks

Fred Nesler

Kevin Sinnette
Brandon Smith

Kent Stevens

Greg Stumbo

Johnny Ray Turner
Ken Upchurch

Alecia Webb-Edgington
Addia Wuchner
Charmaine Caccioppi
Mary Joseph

Alison Neustrom
Judy Watts

William J. Dubord

Gary W. Gilbert

Sonia M. Harb

Donald E. Jones
Alexandria F. Kiel
Marsha A. Kreucher
Daniel J. Piepszowski
John K. Stephenson
Jim Abeler

Scott Dibble

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

KY

LA

LA

LA

LA

MI

MI

MI

MI

MI

Mi

Mi

MI

MN

MN

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Louisiana Association for United Ways
Children's Defense Fund

LA Association of Nonprofit Organizations
Agenda for Children

MDA Community Action Agency - Delta
County

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency -
Mescosta

ACCESS - Wayne County

Venture, Inc. (OLHSA) - Oakland

Wayne County

Community Action Agency - Jackson County
Detroit Regional Chamber - Wayne County
NW Michigan Community Action Agency
Legislature

Legislature
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Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
Senator
Representative
Representative
Senator
Representative
Representative
Representative
President

Executive Director

Vice President of Public Policy

President/CEO

Executive Director

Special Projects Director

Director of Employment and

Training
President

Student

CEO

Senior Director
Executive Director
Representative

Senator



*Steve Dille
Michael Jungbauer
*Paul Koering
*Morrie Lanning
Tony Lourey
Carlos Mariani
John Marty

*Mary Olson

*Mary Ellen Otremba
Sandra Pappas
*Claire Roblings
Nora Slawik

Matt Habash

Lisa Hamler-Fugitt

Greg Landsman

Grace Diaz

Joshua Miller

David Englin

Jim Schuyler
Michael Akin

Dee Baecher-Brown
Albert Bryan

Angeli Ferdschneider

Christopher Finch

Patrick Hensley
Sandra Hodge Benjamin

Karl Knight

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

OH

OH

OH

RI

RI

VA

VA

Vi

Vi

Vi

VI

VI

Vi

VI

VI

Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Legislature
Mid-Ohio FoodBank

Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Foodbank

Ohio Governor's Office of Faith Based and
Community Initiative

Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Virginia Community Action Partnership
Catholic Charities of the Virgin Islands
Community Foundation of the Virgin Islands
Department of Labor - Virgin Islands

Office of the Governor - Virgin Islands

Department of Human Services- Virgin
Islands

HH Tire and Battery
National Gard A-SARC - Virgin Islands

Office of the Governor - Virgin Islands
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Senator
Senator
Senator
Representative
Senator
Representative
Senator
Senator
Representative
Senator
Senator
Representative
President & CEO

Executive Director

Director

Representative

Senator

Delegate

Executive Director

Executive Director

President

Commissioner

Special Assistant the Governor

Commissioner

Owner
MAJ, Unit Commander

Policy Advisor to the Governor



Rebecca Smock
Johannah Donovan
Carlen Finn

Jeff Francis

Jane Kitchel

Ann Pugh

Doug Racine

Karen Richards

VI

VT

VT

VT

VT

VT

VT

VT

Office of the Governor - Virgin Islands
Legislature

Voices for Vermont's Children
Vermont Superintendents' Association
Legislature

Legislature

Legislature

Vermont Legal Aid

* names added after the original letter was sent
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Special Assistant to the
Governor
Representative
Executive Director
Executive Director
Senator
Representative

Senator

Director of Poverty Law
Project



