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ÅThis presentation analyzes the House Early 

Learning Challenge Fund legislation only. 

ÁA Senate version has not yet been introduced.

ÅIt discusses data-based metrics only.

ÅThere is much content in the legislation for 

regulation and guidance.

ÁCLASP analysis is based on our interpretation of the 

current legislation. 

2



www.clasp.org

ÅHouse bill states that applications will include:

Áñgoals and benchmarks the State will establish to lead 

to a greater percentage of disadvantaged children 

participating in higher quality early learning programs 

to improve school readiness outcomes, including an 

established baseline of the number of disadvantaged 

children in high quality early learning programs.ò
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ÅA State receiving a grantéshall use the grant so as to 

prioritize improving the quality of early learning 

programs serving children from low-income families.

ÅA description of how the funds provided under the grant 

will be targeted to prioritize increasing the number and 

percentage of low-income children in high-quality early 

learning programs, including childrenð

Á in each age group (infants, toddlers, and preschoolers);

Áwith developmental delays and disabilities;

Áwith limited English proficiency; and

Á living in rural areas.
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Å Greater percentage of disadvantaged children participating in higher quality early 

learning programs:

Á Disadvantaged: child whose family income is described in section 658P(4)(B) of the 

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990
o Federal CCDBG law defines income eligibility as not to exceed 85 percent of State median income for a family 

of the same size

Á Child: birth through the day the individual enters kindergarten

Á Limited English Proficient: same meaning as described in section 637 of the Head Start 

Act. 

Á Higher quality: not defined in legislation

Á Early Learning programs: 

o all center based child care programs, 

o family child care programs, 

o State-funded prekindergarten, 

o Head Start programs, and 

o other early learning programs, such as those funded under Title I of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 or receiving funds under section 619 or part C of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
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